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Mr. Chair, 

1. I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the African Group on 

agenda item 148: overview of the financing of the United Nations 

peacekeeping operations: budget performance for the period from 1 July 2018 

to 30 June 2019 and budget for the period from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021. 

 

2. The Group wishes to thank the Secretariat and the Advisory Committee for 

the submission of their respective reports. 

 

3. The Group also wishes to express its appreciation for the reports of the Board 

of Auditors (BoA) on United Nations peacekeeping operations and that of the 

Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) on United Nations Peacekeeping 

operations and is of the firm belief their findings and recommendations will, 

as always, help us to identify organizational deficiencies and to keep track of 

the progress of measures taken to address these issues.  

 

4. Though we greatly appreciate the informative and technical guidance of audit 

bodies, we wish to add that the ultimate acceptance of audit 

recommendations remains the sole prerogative of the General Assembly. 

 

5. Furthermore, the African Group welcomes the report of the 2020 Working 

Group on Contingent-Owned Equipment, which is the result of conducting a 

comprehensive review of reimbursement rates and updates made to the major 

equipment, self-sustainment and medical support services categories. 

Although some important issues were left unresolved, the African Group 

recognizes that the final report of the Working Group was the result of 

extensive and drawn-out negotiations.  

 

 

 



 

Mr. Chair, 

6. The African Group aligns itself with the statement just submitted by the 

Cooperative Republic of Guyana on behalf of the Group of 77 and China and 

would like to make the following additional remarks. 

 

7. The Group would like to pay tribute to all United Nations peacekeepers who 

have been wounded in the line of duty or who have made the ultimate sacrifice 

in the pursuit of peace. In this regard, the Group highlights once again the 

need to review the rates of compensation for death and disability, taking into 

consideration that the General Assembly has repeatedly in successive 

resolutions emphasized the need for a timely review of the rates of death and 

disability compensation, which were last updated about a decade ago. It is 

past time to have a meaningful conversation on this subject, with a view 

towards rectifying this longstanding issue. 

 

8. On a separate issue, the Group holds a longstanding position on the crucial 

role of Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) and Programmatic Activities for 

successful mandate implementation. The importance of these projects to the 

fields of, among others, services and small public infrastructures 

rehabilitation, training and awareness-raising activities, employment and 

revenue creation cannot be emphasized enough. 

 

9. The African Group acknowledges that these projects are designed to have 

both a quick and long lasting effect, meeting priority needs of the population 

and aim at building confidence towards the peace process, the Mission and 

its mandate, hence the Security Council expanding the number of 

programmatic activities in recent years. The Group, in this regard, stresses 

the critical need to adequately fund QIPs and programmatic activities through 

a process accountable to the desperate needs of vulnerable populations and 

one that is devoid of unnecessary politics. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

10. On the issue of sexual exploitation and abuse, the Group reaffirms its 

strong commitment to the United Nations' zero-tolerance policy towards 

sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA). Zero-tolerance must apply equally to all, 

whether they are uniformed personnel or civilians, and regardless of the color 

of their helmet. In this regard, the Group welcomes the system-wide working 

group, chaired by the Special Coordinator on Improving the United Nations 

Response to Sexual Exploitation and Abuse. We trust that this initiative will 



strengthen harmonized approaches to prevention and response across the 

United Nations system. 

 

11. Given the importance of SEA to the Organization as a whole, the African 

Group concurs with the view of the Advisory Committee that consideration 

should be given to introducing the report of the Secretary-General on this 

matter in the main part of the session of the General Assembly to further 

underscore that preventing and responding to sexual exploitation and abuse 

requires a system-wide approach. 

 

12. On the issue of gender, the African Group welcomes enhanced efforts in 

the implementation of the women, peace and security agenda, noting that the 

meaningful participation of women at all levels is key in all aspects of peace 

processes and peacebuilding efforts. The Group acknowledges that nine 

peacekeeping missions (PKMs) have institutionalized 15 women, peace and 

security indicators and a dashboard to monitor and track implementation, 

progress and results and anticipates that other PKMs will follow suit. We look 

forward to receiving a report on additional progress achieved.  

 

13. The Group, also acknowledges the global outreach campaign launched in 

June 2019 to expand the pool of female candidates for senior leadership 

positions in peace operations. The African Group attaches a lot of importance 

to the subject and wishes to throw light on the renewed commitment of 

African governments, regional and sub-regional organizations to the 

empowerment of African women and their access to equal opportunities. It is 

our expectation that the UN will replicate this commitment beyond lip service 

and will demonstrate through concrete action-oriented initiatives for all 

positions within the peace and security architecture. 

 

14. Last but not least, Mr. Chair, the African Group notes that the 2019-2020 

budget represents a 1.9% reduction compared with the approved budget for 

2018-2019. With the peacekeeping budget being less than half of one per cent 

of world military expenditures, the former’s further undermining through 

overly saturated political lenses is one that the Committee should avoid at 

any cost, especially during these trying times where the vulnerability of 

humanity has been laid bare.  

 

15. As always, we call on Member States to abide by the provisions of Article 

17 of the Charter and to pay their assessments in full, on time, and without 

conditions.  



 

16. In conclusion, Mr. Chair, the Group wishes to assure you of our 

commitment to a constructive engagement, with a view to concluding this 

important agenda item in a timely manner. 

 

I thank you. 

 

 

 


